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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1-3, 7-10, & 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yehuda et 
al. (US 6,266,683) & Segaya (US 6,714,313). 

Regarding claim 1, Yehuda et al., teaches an output distribution module for selectively creating a plurality 
of job output subsets from execution of a single document production job wherein at least two of said 
plurality of job output subsets contain different numbers of output documents (column 7:lines 28-38, A 
parsing procedure 82 selectively creates job output "segments" which include one or more sub-parts of 
the divisible document). Yehuda et al., also teaches printing document segments (column 8:lines 27-34, 
participants are enabled to print document segments). 

However, Yehuda does not teach explicitly an apparatus for executing a document production job 
to produce job output comprising documents, wherein the apparatus has a plurality of output receptacles 
for receiving the job output documents. 

Sugaya, teaches a multi-bin unit that directs printed outputs to separate output receptacles via a 
computer program (column 9:lines 5-6, ejection bins stack sorted papers, column 9:line 62-column 10:line 
2, computer program is stored in a memory medium and is used on apparatus or printing system). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the bin unit taught by Sugaya, in the document management system of Yehuda et al., because 
the bin sorting system would allow the parsed document segments of Yehuda et al., to be printed and 
kept separate from each other. Each section could then be more readily accessed because they have 
already been separately printed. 
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Regarding claim 2, the claim rejection of claim 1 is representative of claim 2. See Yehuda et al., wherein 
said output distribution module further comprises a subset quantity selector control for specifying a 
number of documents to place in each of said job output subsets, (column 9:lines 49-52, parsing 
procedure has functionality to specify numbers of sub-parts into segments). 

Regarding claim 3, the claim rejection for claim 1 is representative of claim 3. See Segaya wherein each 
of the plurality of output receptacles has a unique identifier, and wherein said output distribution module 
further comprises a subset receptacle selector for selecting which of the plurality of output receptacles to 
direct each of said plurality of output subsets to (Figure 13 & column 18:line65-column 19:line 3, user 
interface screen is accessed on computer, and has bin selection functionality in which each bin is 
uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Regarding claim 7, the claim rejection for claim 1 is representative of claim 7. See Segaya wherein the 
apparatus comprises a printer connected to at least one computer (Figure 3, PCs 300 and 301 are 
connected to printer 100), and wherein at least a portion of said control module comprises program code 
for execution by the computer (column 9:lines 5-6, ejection bins stack sorted papers, column 9:line 62- 
column 10:line 2, computer program is stored in a memory medium and is used on apparatus or printing 
system). 

Regarding claim 8, the claim rejection for claim 7 is representative of claim 8. See Segaya wherein said 
control module further comprises a subset receptacle selector for selecting which of the plurality of output 
receptacles to direct each of said plurality of output subsets to, said subset receptacle selector accessible 
through the computer (Figure 13 & column 18:line65-column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed 
on computer, and has bin selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number 
and printer). See Yehuda et al., wherein said control module further comprises a subset quantity selector 
for specifying a number of output documents from said single job to be placed in each of said output 
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subset (column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify numbers of sub-parts into 
segments). 

Regarding claim 9, the claim rejection for claim 7 is representative of claim 9. See Segaya wherein said 
distribution control module comprises a driver running on the computer (column 19:lines 34-37, printer 
driver is located on host computer). See Yehuda et al., wherein said distribution control module 
comprises a subset quantity selector for selecting a quantity of documents to be placed in each of said 
output subsets (column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify numbers of sub-parts 
into segments), said subset quantity selector comprising a component of said driver accessible through a 
graphic user interface displayed on the computer (column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 
10 uses web applications to view and manage the documents). 

Regarding claim 10, the claim rejection for claim 9 is representative of claim 10. See Segaya wherein said 
driver further comprises a subset receptacle selector for specifying which of the plurality of output 
receptacles to direct each of said plurality of output subsets to, and wherein said subset quantity selector 
and said subset receptacle selector are accessible through a table interface (Figure 13 & column 
18:line65-column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has bin selection 
functionality in which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Regarding claim 12, Yehuda et al., teach creating a plurality of subsets of output documents from a single 
print job wherein at least two of said plurality of output sets have different numbers of documents (column 
7:lines 28-38, A parsing procedure 82 selectively creates job output "segments" which include one or 
more sub-parts of the divisible document), and having a subset quantity selector for selecting a number of 
output documents to be placed in each of said plurality of output sets made through a graphic user 
interface displayed on the computer (column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify 
numbers of sub-parts into segments, column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 10 uses web 
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applications to view and manage the documents). Yehuda et al., also teach printing document segments 
(column 8:lines 27-34, participants are enabled to print document segments). 

Yehuda et al., do not teach a printer driver for execution by the computer for functional interface 
with the printer, wherein the driver causes the computer to selectively deposit each of said output subsets 
in different output trays, said driver having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of 
the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, said printer driver accessible through a 
graphic user interface on the computer. 

However, Segaya teaches a printer driver for execution by the computer for functional interface 
with the printer, wherein the driver causes the computer to selectively deposit each of said output subsets 
in different output trays, said driver having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of 
the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, said printer driver accessible through a 
graphic user interface on the computer (column 19:lines 34-37, printer driver is located on host computer, 
Figure 13 & column 18:line65-column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has 
bin selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the bin unit and computer program taught by Sugaya, in the document management system of 
Yehuda et al., because the bin sorting system would allow the parsed document segments of Yehuda et 
al., to be printed and kept separate from each other. Each section could then be more readily accessed 
because they have already been separately printed. 

Regarding claim 13, the claim rejection of claim 12 is representative of claim 13. See Yehuda et al., 
teachings having a subset quantity selector for selecting a number of output documents to be placed in 
each of said plurality of output sets made through a graphic user interface displayed on the computer 
(column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify numbers of sub-parts into segments, 
column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 10 uses web applications to view and manage the 
documents). Also, see Sugaya teachings having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier 
which of the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, and accessible through a graphic 
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user interface on the computer (column 19:lines 34-37, printer driver is located on host computer, Figure 
' 13 & column 18:line65-column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has bin 
selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Regarding claim 14, Yehuda et al., teach creating a plurality of subsets of output documents from a single 
print job wherein at least two of said plurality of output sets have different numbers of documents (column 
7:lines 28-38, A parsing procedure 82 selectively creates job output "segments" which include one or 
more sub-parts of the divisible document), and having a subset quantity selector for selecting a number of 
output documents to be placed in each of said plurality of output sets made through a graphic user 
interface displayed on the computer (column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify 
numbers of sub-parts into segments, column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 10 uses web 
applications to view and manage the documents). Yehuda et al., also teach printing document segments 
(column 8:lines 27-34, participants are enabled to print document segments). 

Yehuda et al., do not teach a printer driver for execution by the computer for functional interface 
with the printer, wherein the driver causes the computer to selectively deposit each of said output subsets 
in different output trays, said driver having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of 
the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, said printer driver accessible through a 
graphic user interface on the computer. 

However, Segaya teaches a printer driver for execution by the computer for functional interface 
with the printer, wherein the driver causes the computer to selectively deposit each of said output subsets 
in different output trays, said driver having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of 
the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, said printer driver accessible through a 
graphic user interface on the computer (column 19:lines 34-37, printer driver is located on host computer, 
Figure 13 & column 18:line65-column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has 
bin selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Additionally, regarding claim 14, Segaya teaches a computer program product for use with a 
document production apparatus, the apparatus for executing production jobs to produce job output, the 
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apparatus being of the type that has a plurality of output receptacles for receiving the job output, the 
program product comprising computer executable instructions embedded in a computer readable medium 
(column 9:lines 5-6, ejection bins stack sorted papers, column 9:line 62-column 10:line 2, computer 
program is stored in a memory medium and is used on apparatus or printing system) 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the bin unit and computer program taught by Sugaya, in the document management system of 
Yehuda et al., because the bin sorting system would allow the parsed document segments of Yehuda et 
al., to be printed and kept separate from each other. Each section could then be more readily accessed 
because they have already been separately printed. 

Regarding claim 15, the claim rejection of claim 14 is representative of claim 15. See Sugaya teachings 
having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of the plurality of trays to direct each 
of said output subsets to, and accessible through a graphic user interface on the computer (column 
19:lines 34-37, printer driver is located on host computer, Figure 13 & column 18:line65-column 19:line 3, 
user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has bin selection functionality in which each bin is 
uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Regarding claim 16, Yehuda et al., teach creating a plurality of subsets of output documents from a single 
print job wherein at least two of said plurality of output sets have different numbers of documents (column 
7:lines 28-38, A parsing procedure 82 selectively creates job output "segments" which include one or 
more sub-parts of the divisible document), and having a subset quantity selector for selecting a number of 
output documents to be placed in each of said plurality of output sets made through a graphic user 
interface displayed on the computer (column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify 
numbers of sub-parts into segments, column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 10 uses web 
applications to view and manage the documents). Yehuda et al., also teach printing document segments 
(column 8:lines 27-34, participants are enabled to print document segments). 
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Yehuda et al., do not teach a printer driver for execution by the computer for functional interface 
with the printer, wherein the driver causes the computer to selectively deposit each of said output subsets 
in different output trays, said driver having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of 
the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, said printer driver accessible through a 
graphic user interface on the computer. 

However, Segaya teaches a printer driver for execution by the computer for functional interface 
with the printer, wherein the driver causes the computer to selectively deposit each of said output subsets 
in different output trays, said driver having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of 
the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, said printer driver accessible through a 
graphic user interface on the computer {column 19:lines 34-37, printer driver is located on host computer, 
Figure 13 & column 18:line65-column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has 
bin selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Additionally, regarding claim 16, Segaya teaches a computer program product for use with a 
document production apparatus, the apparatus for executing production jobs to produce job output, the 
apparatus being of the type that has a plurality of output receptacles for receiving the job output, the 
program product comprising computer executable instructions embedded in a computer readable medium 
(column 9:lines 5-6, ejection bins stack sorted papers, column 9:line 62-column 10:line 2, computer 
program is stored in a memory medium and is used on apparatus or printing system) 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the bin unit and computer program taught by Sugaya, in the document management system of 
Yehuda et al., because the bin sorting system would allow the parsed document segments of Yehuda et 
al., to be printed and kept separate from each other. Each section could then be more readily accessed 
because they have already been separately printed. 

Regarding claim 17, the claim rejection of claim 16 is representative of claim 17. See Yehuda et al M 
teachings having a subset quantity selector for selecting a number of output documents to be placed in 
each of said plurality of output sets made through a graphic user interface displayed on the computer 
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(column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify numbers of sub-parts into segments, 
column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 10 uses web applications to view and manage the 
documents). Also, see Sugaya teachings having a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier 
which of the plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, and accessible through a graphic 
user interface on the computer (column 19:lines 34-37, printer driver is located on host computer, Figure 
13 & column 18:llne65-column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has bin 
selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yehuda et al. (US 
6,266,683) & Segaya (US 6,714,313) & Maniwa et al. (US 5,768,483) 

Regarding claim 4, Yehuda et al., teaches an output distribution module for selectively creating a plurality 
of job output subsets from execution of a single document production job wherein at least two of said 
plurality of job output subsets contain different numbers of output documents (column 7:lines 28-38, A 
parsing procedure 82 selectively creates job output "segments" which include one or more sub-parts of 
the divisible document). Yehuda et al., also teaches printing document segments (column 8:lines 27-34, 
participants are enabled to print document segments). 

However, Yehuda does not teach explicitly an apparatus for executing a document production job 
to produce job output comprising documents, wherein the apparatus has a plurality of output receptacles 
for receiving the job output documents. 

Sugaya, teaches a multi-bin unit that directs printed outputs to separate output receptacles via a 
computer program (column 9:lines 5-6, ejection bins stack sorted papers, column 9:line 62-column 10:line 
2, computer program is stored in a memory medium and is used on apparatus or printing system). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the bin unit taught by Sugaya, in the document management system of Yehuda et al., because 
the bin sorting system would allow the parsed document segments of Yehuda et al., to be printed and 
kept separate from each other. Each section could then be more readily accessed because they have 
already been separately printed. 
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Further regarding claim 4, Yehuda et al., and Segaya do not teach that the apparatus comprises 
a copier. However, Maniwa et al. f teach a copier 105 including a printer 105b that networks with personal 
computers (column 6: lines 1-10) 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the copier/printer combination in the Yehuda et al./Segaya device because the copying 
functionality would increase the system's use by clients, thus adding greater value to the system. 

Regarding claim 5, the claim rejection for claim 4 is representative of claim 5. See Yehuda et al., wherein 
said control interface comprises at least a subset quantity selector for specifying a number of output 
documents to be placed in each of said plurality of job output subsets, {column 9:lines 49-52, parsing 
procedure has functionality to specify numbers of sub-parts into segments). 

Regarding claim 6, the claim rejection for claim 4 is representative of claim 6. See Segaya wherein said 
control interface comprises at least a subset receptacle selector for selecting an output receptacle from 
the plurality of receptacles for directing each of said output subsets to (Figure 13 & column 18:line65- 
column 19:line 3, user interface screen is accessed on computer, and has bin selection functionality in 
which each bin is uniquely identified by bin number and printer). 

Claims 11 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yehuda et al. (US 
6,266,683) & Segaya (US 6,714,313) & Tomita et al. (US 5,550,623). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Yehuda et al., teach creating a plurality of subsets of output documents from a single 
job wherein at least two of said plurality of output sets have different numbers of documents (column 
7:lines 28-38, A parsing procedure 82 selectively creates job output "segments" which include one or 
more sub-parts of the divisible document), and having a subset quantity selector for selecting a number of 
output documents to be placed in each of said plurality of output sets made through a graphic user 
interface displayed on the computer (column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify 
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numbers of sub-parts into segments, column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 10 uses web 
applications to view and manage the documents). 

Yehuda et al. t do not teach a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of the 
plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, no do they teach a copier specifying the number 
of copies to be placed in each output. 

However, Segaya teaches a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of the 
plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, which is accessible through a graphic user 
interface (Figure 73, user interface screen has bin selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely 
identified by bin number and image forming apparatus). Furthermore, Tomita et al., teach a copier that 
allow user selection of the number of copies (column 2:lines 59-60). 

Additionally, regarding claim 18, Segaya teaches a computer program product for use with a 
document production apparatus, the apparatus for executing production jobs to produce job output, the 
apparatus being of the type that has a plurality of output receptacles for receiving the job output, the 
program product comprising computer executable instructions embedded in a computer readable medium 
(column 9:lines 5-6, ejection bins stack sorted papers, column 9:line 62-column 10:line 2, computer 
program is stored in a memory medium and is used on apparatus) 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the copier of Tomita et al., with the bin selection unit and computer program taught by Sugaya, 
in the document management system of Yehuda et al., because the bin sorting system would allow the 
parsed document segments of Yehuda et aL, to be copied and kept separate from each other. Allowing a 
copy job to be selectively divided allows easier distribution of the specific segments, saving the user time 
and effort. 

Regarding claim 18, Yehuda et al., teach creating a plurality of subsets of output documents from a single 
job wherein at least two of said plurality of output sets have different numbers of documents (column 
7:lines 28-38, A parsing procedure 82 selectively creates job output "segments" which include one or 
more sub-parts of the divisible document), and having a subset quantity selector for selecting a number of 
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output documents to be placed in each of said plurality of output sets made through a graphic user 
interface displayed on the computer {column 9:lines 49-52, parsing procedure has functionality to specify 
numbers of sub-parts into segments, column 4:lines 25-42, document management system 10 uses web 
applications to view and manage the documents). 

Yehuda et al., do not teach a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of the 
plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, no do they teach a copier specifying the number 
of copies to be placed in each output. 

However, Segaya teaches a subset tray selector for selecting by unique identifier which of the 
plurality of trays to direct each of said output subsets to, which is accessible through a graphic user 
interface (Figure 13, user interface screen has bin selection functionality in which each bin is uniquely 
identified by bin number and image forming apparatus). Furthermore, Tomita et al., teach a copier that 
allow user selection of the number of copies (column 2:lines 59-60). 

Additionally, regarding claim 18, Segaya teaches a computer program product for use with a 
document production apparatus, the apparatus for executing production jobs to produce job output, the 
apparatus being of the type that has a plurality of output receptacles for receiving the job output, the 
program product comprising computer executable instructions embedded in a computer readable medium 
(column 9:lines 5-6, ejection bins stack sorted papers, column 9:line 62-column 10:line 2, computer 
program is stored in a memory medium and is used on apparatus) 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
have used the copier of Tomita et al., with the bin selection unit and computer program taught by Sugaya, 
in the document management system of Yehuda et al., because the bin sorting system would allow the 
parsed document segments of Yehuda et al., to be copied and kept separate from each other. Allowing a 
copy job to be selectively divided allows easier distribution of the specific segments, saving the user time 
and effort. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kyle Pendergrass whose telephone number is (703) 306-3445. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners supervisor, 
David K. Moore can be reached on (703) 308-7452. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned in (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application of proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9700. 
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